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Minutes of the 20th Annual General Meeting

held at the Ambassador Hotel, Frankston, Victoria, on Saturday September 20, 1997, 7.00 pm, with Dr David Evans as Minutes Secretary.

The President, Mr Hank Sato opened the meeting, and then passed the Chair to Neville Smythe.
1. Minutes of the 19th AGM 


The minutes had been distributed previously. Accepted

Business Arising:

1.     Patrick and Devon are looking into the need for incorporation.


2.    Neville is getting a quote for AGA badges.

2. President’s report

The President, Hank Sato,welcomed players and especially thanked those who had come long distances. Hank urged all GO players to do their best to keep attending the nationals and as many other tournaments as possible to build up our GO community. He announced that he would be stepping down as President after two years, and wished his successor well. Report accepted. Accepted
3. Secretary’s report

Neville spoke to his report noting the many invitations that are being received by the AGA,viz,


1. The WAGA tournament,where 46 countries participated,and represented this year by Andrew Chi.


2. The South East Asian teams tournament in Singapore where two teams are invited, a sponsored competition team, and a self funding team. We entered one team to the inaugural event this year, consisting of Paul Clay, Wuge Briscoe and Brenton.Williams.


3. The Thailand University tournament; unfortunately we could not accept this invitation.


4. The Women's Tournament, this year represented by Tracy Nguyen,who won two of her games.This was the first tournament sponsored by
the Korean Baduk Association.


5. The Asia- Pan Pacific Go Congress where a child competitor is accompanied by a GO playing adult and a team manager. Our representative was James Zhao, accompanied by his father, and Brad Melki as team manager.


6. The Pairs Team Event where the female and male players alternate their moves (no representative team this year).


Invitations to these events are often received with very little time for finding representatives. The Committee and the member clubs will need to be prepared with names of suitable candidates.


Copies of Ranka have been received and are available for distribution. They contain information about events and clubs around the world.


The first books in English from Korea have just been released.


The NEC Cup in Melbourne was the major event of the year to be held between AGA tournaments. March 14-15th 1998 is the scheduled date of the next NEC Cup.


GO journals are being received from America, Britain, France and New Zealand.


Dae Hahn brought a tour of 40 Korean GO players to Australia and has written an article about GO in Australia.


Mr. Roh has established a GO academy for play and training in Sydney.


The Nihon Ki-in has established a GO Server on the internet.


We are receiving visitors from all over the world, who wish to play with local players wherever they travel.

The report was accepted.
4. Vice-President’s report

Yangil Jin reported on the success of the vist to Korea by two young Sydney players under the sponsorship of the Australia-Korea Foundation and the Hankuk Kiwon. An application to the Foundation for another grant for 1998 to bring out a Korean professional to Australia is being prepared.

5. Treasurer’s report

Patrick Culshaw presented his report (attached) which indicates that we have a balance of $2,182.

The report was accepted.

6. IGF Director’s report

Brad Melki told us that a new president,  Mr Fumio Watanabe, has been elected, following the death of long serving president Shizuo Asada. A minutes silence was taken at the WAGC competition in appreciation for the outstanding contributions to GO of Shizuo Asada.


Some tournaments are using the Canadian variant of Byo-Omi. Special clocks are available to obviate the need for a time keeper in Byo-yomi. In this method, 15 stones have to be played in a given time period.


Four new countries have been admitted to the WAGC, viz, Croatia, India, Israel, and Yugoslavia.


GO is being represented to the Olympic Organisation for recognition as a major sport, along with Chess and Bridge. Korea has some trouble with this as GO is regarde as an Art in that country.


The decision about whether Hong Kong will remain an independant team from China is being left to the Chinese Association to determine.

The report was accepted.

7. Editor’s report


Paul Clay has taken over from Peter Johnson, as editor, and appeals to all players and clubs to assist the editor with relevant and useful material. A new newsletter will be out shortly.

The report was accepted.

8. Venue for next AGM and Open Championships
The 1998 Tournament and 21st AGM will be held in Adelaide; Andrew Pullen was appointed Tournament Director.

9. Election of Office Bearers 

The following Office bearers were elected:


President: Yangil Jin


Vice-President: Hank Sato


Secretary: Neville Smythe


Treasurer: Patrick Culshaw


Membership Registrar: Devon Bailey


Committee Members: Jim Bates, Bill Purse


Editor: Paul Clay


IGF Director: Brad Melki


Tournament Director: Andrew Pullen

10. Other Business

Some discussion took place regarding the best way of seeking representatives to the various tournaments. It was decided to leave selection to the committee who are in active communication with the clubs, bearing in mind people who support the AGA and contribute to GO in Australia.


The question of dual citizenship and one person being the representative of more than one country has been determined for the IGF, who have determined that any player  who has representaed one country may not represent another country for five years, and that the player having represented a second country may not represent the first country at any future time.

Meeting closed at 8.05pm

